
LANDMARK GARDEN BRIDGE VISION MOVES FORWARD FOR LONDON 
 

This spring, the country’s first ever garden bridge takes a further step towards becoming a reality as 
plans to build it just moments away from XXXXXX are set to be formally lodged. 

Inspired by Joanna Lumley and designed by London 2012 Olympic designer, Thomas Heatherwick, 

the Garden Bridge project hopes to establish a major pedestrian crossing above the River Thames 

adorned with a rich array of trees and plants.  

Joanna Lumley, the actress and author who devised the idea, said: “This garden will be sensational in 

every way; a place with no noise or traffic where the only sounds will be birdsong and bees buzzing 

and the wind in the trees, and below the steady rush of water.  

 

“It will also be a safe and swift way for the weary commuter to make their way back over the Thames. 

There will be grasses, trees, wild flowers, and plants, unique to London's natural riverside habitat. I 

believe it will bring to Londoners and visitors alike peace and beauty and magic.” 

If given the green light on planning consent the Garden Bridge will offer XXXXXX residents a stunning 

new public space located just minutes away, allowing easier and more attractive access to the South 

Bank than ever before. It is estimated that construction of the Bridge would begin in 2015, with 

completion scheduled for the end of 2017. 

 

Thomas Heatherwick, the Garden Bridge’s designer, said: “London is where it is today because of the 

River Thames. There is now an opportunity to connect London together even better, to bring us closer 

to the river and at the same time to stimulate new regeneration possibilities on both riverbanks.  I 

believe Joanna’s inspiration will offer Londoners an extraordinary new experience in the heart of this 

incredible city." 

 

The Garden Bridge Trust, chaired by Lord Mervyn Davies, will oversee the creation of the bridge as 

an important new walkway and landmark for the city. As the north bank undergoes a renaissance, the 

Garden Bridge will help enhance an area that balances exciting new developments with rich historical 

architecture. 

 

Lord Davies said: “The scheme has been shaped and developed into a proposal that will contribute 

significantly to the future of London’s development and we are committed to ensuring The Garden 

Bridge will be something that London can be proud  

 

Designed together with engineering firm Arup, the Garden Bridge will also feature walkways, benches 

and plants that change with the seasons. The bridge will link South Bank with Aldwych, Covent 

Garden and the Strand, while allowing visitors to enjoy views of London’s most famous landmarks, 

including St Paul’s Cathedral, the Shard and the Gherkin. 

 

For more information on the Garden Bridge Trust visit www.gardenbridgetrust.org  

 


