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URN – Nottingham Government Cuts 
 

 
Nottingham’s three main party leaders have collectively agreed to write to the national government 
demanding more money for the city.  

Liberal Democrat, Conservative and Labour leaders are calling for action over Nottingham's "unfair" grant 
settlement after it was revealed that finance from the government would be cut by 8.5 percent by next 
year.  
 
The result would see Nottingham’s Labour-run council have to slash over £30 million from its annual 
budget.  

Liberal Democrats leader Gary Long had already backed a Labour motion claiming the settlement was 
"unfair on the city, those worst-off in the city and risked destabilising Nottingham’s economy". In his own 
statement, Long went on to call local government budget cuts of over 25% across four years “just wrong,” 
as he claimed that poverty, unemployment and educational attainment levels should be taken into account. 

Conservative leader Councillor Andrew Price also promised to lobby for extra finance until the national 
government created a fairer funding system for future years. 

Amongst individual criticisms, Councillor Graham Chapman – the city council’s deputy leader - claimed it 
was unfair that Nottingham should losing millions of pounds in funding whilst richer areas are benefiting; 
citing fractional financial changes to the likes of Dorset and Hampshire where budget cuts had not reached 
1%. In comparison, other university cities including Manchester and Liverpool stand to lose more, at 8.8% 
of their budgets. 

The Department for Communities and Local Government cited social difference across the country, north 
and south, rural and urban, metropolitan and shire, as logical reasons behind the budget cut discrepancies. 
 

BREAK 
 

(Thanks Katie, this is the story of how the University of Nottingham and the city itself are responding to the 
latest projected budget cuts issued by the national government) 

 
--- 

Mutual party support across Nottingham’s local government follows a string of fallouts as recent as today 
between national and local government officials, as state government leaders look to reduce spending as a 
means of countering economic recession.  
 
This morning, Education secretary Michael Gove lost a high court case against six councils objecting to the 
cancelling of hundreds of multimillion-pound school rebuilding projects across the country when the 
Building Schools for the Future scheme was scrapped last July. Every secondary school in England was 
scheduled for rebuild or refurbishment, but now more than 700 schools' building projects have been 
cancelled since the £55billion scheme was abandoned. 

Cuts to the city and education system have affected higher education institutions including the University of 
Nottingham, which last week teamed with the University of Birmingham in a ground-breaking partnership 
to share research facilities, offering jointly-awarded degree programmes to students and joint academic 
staff appointments. 

http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/topics/company/liberaldemocrats
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/topics/person/andrewprice
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/topics/company/communitiesandlocalgovernment
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/michaelgove
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/jul/05/school-building-programme-budget-cuts
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/jul/05/school-building-programme-budget-cuts
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/schools
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The new partnership was agreed after university budgets were be slashed by almost £1 billion ahead of 
2013. University of Birmingham vice-chancellor David Eastwood insisted the move would not entail “any 
associated job losses.” 

Both universities have been hit with their own budget cuts in the last year. The University of Nottingham’s 
£68 million grant from the Higher Education Funding Council for England fell 1% last year, with the 
University of Birmingham noting a similar loss. 

The cooperation between Nottingham’s three main political parties is a rare and encouraging sign of unity 
in the interest of the city’s welfare. Whether their efforts are enough to counter government cuts having a 
negative effect on the University of Nottingham remains to be seen. With further cuts of £35 million 
predicted for the year 2013 in Nottingham, the trickle-down effect on student-populated residential areas 
including Lenton remains to be seen; with rising poverty and crime rates offering two daunting prospects. 


